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Parents who banned blood
transfusion for boy (3) lose court
battle

Tuesday, 21 February 2012

A three-year-old boy can be given a
blood t ransfusion during surgery
despite religious object ions from his
Jehovah's Witness parents, the High
Court  has ruled.

The child, who cannot  be nam ed,
needs to have his tonsils rem oved
because of recurring infect ions.

The boy's father told the court
yesterday that  while he and his wife
wanted him to get  the best m edical
t reatment , it  was a core belief that
blood " is not  to be taken to the body" .

The child's consultant , in an affidavit ,
said if the hospital was not  in a posit ion to administer  the
t ransfusion, there was a r isk of death and brain dam age.

The surgery is scheduled for  tom orrow, Eileen Barr ington, for the
hospital, told the court .

The child's GP explained that  he had four episodes of infect ion in the
past four m onths and required ant ibiot ics. He was sat isfied that , to
the greatest extent  possible, the hospital would refrain from giv ing
the t ransfusion and it  would only happen after a review by a senior
consultant .

The parents said they would consent  to certain blood products being
administered - - but  not  red blood cells, which a consultant
haematologist considered was vital - - if required, Ms Barr ington said.

The hospital respected the parents' religious beliefs but  did not  want
to be in a posit ion where it  m ight  have to be making such an
applicat ion in an emergency situat ion where t im e would be of the
essence, Ms Barrington added.

High Court  President  Mr Just ice Nicholas Kearns granted the hospital
an order perm it t ing a t ransfusion to be given if necessary.
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Glad the courts are sensible, Totally agree that  these people should be arrested and their
child taken into care. They are m isguided fools! !
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Wow,

Fair ly unanim ous support  for standing up to religious dogm a and the r ights of the child to
access m edical t reatm ent  whether their  parents approve or not .  I  wonder will som e of the
m ore religious on here support  the courts ignoring religious pleas for pr iv iledge or opt -
outs from  civil law.
Report
Reply
1 reply · act ive 4 hours ago
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So that  I  understand this correct ly.. .we have an art icle here last  week where 'religious
people'  get  abuse for being against  abort ion as another form  of contracept ive, and get
voted down for support ing th childs r ights over the parents...and now, we get  religious
people get t ing abused for the flip side of the coin.  Absolutely am azing.  Has anybody even
cam e out  in support  of this or is it  j ust  the usual band wagon j um ping without  any basis at
all?

How m any of the pro childs r ights com m ents on here are com ing from  the pro-abort ion
com m entators of last  week?

I s it  worth stat ing a view or will I  just let  you assum e one for m e anyway?
Report
Reply
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Finally a j udge who hasn't  lapsed into com plete drooling senilit y!  Whilst  people are free to
believe in whatever sky fair ies or bearded, sparkly -cloud dwellers they like, there com es a
point  in t im e when the vulnerable need protected from these delusional beliefs.
Jehovah doesn't  seem  too upset .  Haven't  heard of any random  sm it ing or pillars of salt .
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Sadly,  we cannot legislate for stupidity.
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Tim _Riches 1p · 5 hours ago

They insist  this part icular interpretat ion of scr ipture m ust  be st r ict ly adhered to unto
death,  yet  they all have clothing of m ixed fibers in their  closets and don't  refuse shellf ish
when it 's offered. Old/ new covenant sophistry be dam ned, for the Watchtower Society
obviously feels infam y is an acceptable form  of advert ising...  I  bet  the elder 's kids would
receive t ransfusions in secret  if t hey needed them .
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The authorit ies cannot  prevent  parents from  filling a child's head with religious nonsence
and parents cannot  prevent  the authorit ies from  filling a child's veins with blood.
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Reply
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Danny Haszard 54p · 7 hours ago

Many Jehovahs Witnesses parents actually hope and rely on the courts to intervene and
save their  childs life.
I t  is old m en in Yew York who run the Watchtower Society who m ake these arbit rary life
and death rules for Jehovah's Witnesses that  cause followers to die.

I n 2012 the blood t ransfusion ban is becom ing so watered down and com plicated that
today a JW can use 95 percent  of the contents of a unit  of blood as broken down
* fract ions* .

I t  is the Watchtower society corporat ion that  should be held liable for m any deaths from
refusal of blood t ransfusions.
Report
Reply
2 replies · act ive 6 hours ago
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I f you're concerned about  the Jehovah's Witness policy on blood and it s effect on their
children,  then sign this e-pet it ion regarding their  tax exem pt  status:
ht tp: / / epet it ions.direct .gov.uk/ pet it ions/ 29949
Report
Reply
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Davybarm an 91p · 7 hours ago

So next  t im e a Jehovah Witness knocks at  the door. I  can ask about  their  v iews on blood
t ransfusions before I  send them  on their  way.

At  last  the courts have found som e com m on sense! !
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Reply
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